Nebraska School Activities Association/Nebraska High School Press Association

2011 State Journalism Championships – May 9
University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Journalism, Andersen Hall
TO: Journalism Adviser

Enclosed you will find information for the 2011 Nebraska High School Journalism Championships. The top-12 students, preliminary class champions and invited alternates in 17 categories are expected to compete in the State Finals on Monday, May 9, at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln College of Journalism, Andersen Hall (Centennial Mall and Q Street). 

Important Dates

April 29 -NSAA State Journalism Contest Entry form must be completed on-line, using the school’s NSAA assigned homepage. This form will confirm that your students who qualified will compete at the State Journalism Championships. Instructions for confirming your school’s entries are enclosed in this mailing.

May 2-Alternates, for categories that do not have a full complement of competitors, will be notified and invited to the State Journalism Championships.

State Finals Parking-UNL Parking Garage

With no classes at UNL, parking will be available for state championships. Schools can drop off students at Andersen Hall and then park their vehicles in the garage at 17th & R Streets. Note: buses cannot unload students in the Anderson Hall lot because the bus will be unable to turn around. Please fill out the attached parking pass form and we will send the pass(es) right away.
School Check-in/Adviser Information

NSAA rules require a certified teacher to accompany each school's entrants to the state championships. Therefore, a student who comes alone or with his or her parents on May 9 will not be allowed to participate. The NSAA also requires the teacher/adviser be from the student's school. An adviser from one school cannot be the certified teacher for students from another school. An important meeting for advisers will be in Andersen Hall Room 109 during the first session of the championships. All advisers are strongly encouraged to attend, regardless of whether you have students competing. Please plan to attend.

Info Graphic, In-depth News, Photo Illustration, Sports/Action Photography Results Are Final

Four categories are finals based on the preliminary judging: info graphic, in-depth news coverage, photo illustration, and sports/action photography. The top-6 medal winners in these events are listed in the enclosed results. These top-6 overall place winners are invited to attend the awards ceremony and receive their medals with the other winners from the categories competing on May 9.

Awards Ceremony

The finals competition will be followed by an awards ceremony at the UNL Student Union (one block north and west of Andersen Hall). Dressy casual attire for the competitors is expected because photos of the 2011 state champions will appear in the 2012 State Journalism Championship program. Parents of competitors are welcome to attend the awards ceremony at no charge. 

Please Check Spelling of Student Names

Check the spelling of your students' names listed as state qualifiers or top-3 in the individual class standings. We use the spelling from your school’s eligibility list to print the certificates from the preliminary results. If you see an error, immediately call the NSAA (Jim Angele) at 402-489-0386 or email jangele@nsaahome.org with the correct spelling. The certificates will be re-printed and mailed immediately. (Fax: 402-489-0934).

Enclosures:

· Championship Schedule 

· Judging Explanation

· Parking Pass Form

· Preliminary Sweepstakes Results

· State Qualifier’s List

· State Finals Entry Instructions

· Prelim Certificates

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS FOR

NEBRASKA HIGH SCHOOL JOURNALISM CHAMPIONSHIPS

MONDAY, MAY 9, 2011
Time
Activity
Room





7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.
Adviser Check-In
Andersen Hall Lobby

8:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
News/Feature Photography
Andersen 30
8 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Preliminary Championship Display
Andersen 15 

9 a.m.
Advisers' Meeting
Andersen 109

Session 1
Activity
Room





9:15 a.m.
Advertising
108


Editorial Cartooning
217

Editorial Writing 
114



Newspaper Feature Writing
323



Newspaper Layout
336


Sports News Writing
228


Yearbook Sports Feature Writing
324


Yearbook Theme Development
333


Session 2
Activity
Room





10:30 a.m.
Column Writing
108


Entertainment Writing
114


Headline Writing
324


Newspaper Sports Feature Writing
336


News Writing
323





Yearbook Feature Writing
228


Yearbook Layout
333



Yearbook Theme Copy Writing
113

Awards
Activity
Room





12:45 p.m.
Awards Ceremony 


Student Union Ballroom

NOTE TO COMPETITORS – Dressy casual attire is expected – NO jeans or shorts.

STATE FINALS JUDGING EXPLANATIONS

Journalism professionals and university faculty served as judges during the preliminary events and will select the top-6 places in each category at the state championship finals.

State Final Awards

A.
The top-6 place winners in each final event will be awarded medals. These winners are chosen at the championship finals except in info graphic, in-depth newspaper coverage, photo illustration, and sports/action photography. The top-6 places in those four events were determined from the preliminary competition. 

B.
The following will be presented at the awards ceremony:


1.
Medals for the top-6 place winners in info graphic, in-depth news coverage, photo illustration, and sports/action photography.
2. Medals for the top-6 place winners at the State Championship Finals.

3. State Finals Competitor certificates for students competing at state finals.

4. NSAA state championship and runner-up trophies from preliminary sweepstakes results in Classes A1, A2, B, C, and D. (School representatives must be present to receive trophies.)

5. NHSPA Friend of Journalism Award.

6. NHSPA Student Journalist of the Year.

7. NHSPA Adviser of the Year.

Preliminary Awards
A.
The top-3 place winners in each class of the preliminary categories receive certificates.

B.
Sweepstakes awards to schools were compiled from 1-2-3 finishes in each class in the preliminaries and are based on three points for first place, two points for second, and one point for third. Sweepstakes results are based on preliminary class entries in all events. 

RULES FOR THE FINAL COMPETITION IN LINCOLN

1. In order to compete, all students must be accompanied by their adviser or a certified teacher/administrator from their school.

2. Advisers are to check in at the lobby desk in Andersen Hall prior to the beginning of the championship.

3. If a student is not able to compete, the school's adviser should notify Jim Angele of the NSAA at 402-489-0386, so that he may contact the appropriate alternate. Schools cannot make substitutions for qualified students. The State Contest Entry form, confirming your school’s competitors, must be completed on-line by April.

4. In each event, students in the preliminary top-12, and the first-place sweepstakes winners in each class are eligible for the final competition. Alternates will be used to fill the category when members of the top-12 or individual class champions decide not to participate because of Step 5.

5. No student may compete in more than two (2) events during the state finals. 

6. Students may bring blank paper, pencils, pens, or markers. Additional materials such as newspapers, magazines, writing guides, layout guides, samples, idiom dictionaries, etc. are prohibited in the contest room.

7. Students should wear watches, although most Andersen Hall classrooms have clocks.

8. If a student has qualified in two events that are held at the same time, the adviser must call or e-mail Jim Angele (402-489-0386, jangele@nsaahome.org) to make arrangements to accommodate the student.

NEWS/FEATURE PHOTOGRAPHY RULES
Please read carefully.  These directions must be followed exactly.

A. Students are encouraged to set up their equipment in the Andersen Photo Classroom 30 beginning at 8:00 a.m. to allow them to spend their contest time efficiently. Students must meet in the Andersen Photo Classroom no later than 8:30 a.m. to receive their instructions, which will include the deadline times. The contest will begin promptly at 8:30 a.m. Late students will not be given extended time to compete. Late students will be held to the same time schedule as all of the other competitors.

B. Students must bring their own camera and a blank digital storage device/card. The judge/moderator will verify that the storage device is blank before the student will be allowed to compete. Lap-top computers will NOT be allowed in order to prevent manipulation of images using Photoshop or some other photo enhancement program. 

C. Students will be given an assignment the day of the contest and will have time to shoot photos.

D. Those students entered in a second state contest event must turn in their images to the contest director, no later than 10:15 a.m, so they are prepared to compete in Session 2 beginning at 10:30.

NEBRASKA SCHOOL ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION

500 Charleston P.O. Box 85448
Lincoln, Nebraska 68501-5448
402-489-0386

TO:

Newspaper/Yearbook Advisers

FROM:
Jim Angele, NSAA Assistant Director

SUBJECT:
State Journalism Finals Entry Instructions

DATE:

April 15, 2011
To enter your students who will be competing at the State Journalism Championships, you need to complete the on-line entry process by April 29. Only those students listed on the State Journalism Qualifiers List can be entered to compete in the state finals. Those students who were listed in the top-12 or were the class champion in A1, A2, B, C or D categories must confirm their entry in the state competition. 

To enter your students, follow these steps:

1. Go to the NSAA’s web site, www.nsaahome.org, and click on “Login.”

2. Use the “AD’s/Coaches/College” section to enter the database.

3. Selected your school’s name and enter your passcode to access the database.  If you do not know your passcode, contact your Administrator. 

4. Advisers will need to go to the “Entry Forms” section and choose “View/Edit Your Form.”

5. The State Journalism Entry Form will appear. Clicking on the State Journalism Contest Entry Form will allow you to edit the form.

6. Enter ONLY THE STUDENTS WHO HAVE QUALIFIED for the state competition and will be attending the State Championship Finals.  Simply select the event s/he will compete in from the drop-down list. Remember, students are limited to two (2) events at the state championship finals. Note: DO NOT ENTER ALTERNATES AT THIS POINT.

7. Those entries finishing in the top-12 and the class champions not listed among the top-12 automatically qualify for the Nebraska State Journalism Championships. Alternates were selected in addition to the top-12. Should students who are automatic qualifiers decide not to compete in the State Journalism Championships, the 1st alternate (2nd alternate, etc.) shall be notified and invited to compete at the state finals. 

8. No finals are held in info graphic, in-depth newspaper coverage, photo illustration, or sports/action photography. The top-6 place winners in these events are invited to the awards ceremony to receive their medals.  (Please note: If a student chooses to compete in News/Feature Photography and a second event, the student must compete in photography first. The second event can be completed during Session 2.)

9. Fill out all the information and check the box labeled, “Check this box if you want to submit....” Then click “Save & View Form.”  This will save all your data.  It will also automatically send the information to the NSAA.  You can also print off this form by clicking the “Printer/E-Mail friendly version.”  By clicking this link, you may also e-mail the form to others if you choose to do so.
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2011 NSAA/NHSPA STATE JOURNALISM PARKING PASS FORM

I certify my school needs to have parking pass(es) for the 2011 State Journalism Championships at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Andersen Hall.

Adviser Name: 
















  

School Name: 



















Mailing Address: 
















  

City/Zip Code:


















Number of students attending:  



Number of vehicle passes (circle one): 
1

2
Signed:





















Adviser

NOTE: No extra parking passes will be issued. 

· Schools can drop off students at Andersen Hall and then park their vehicles in the garage at 17th & R Streets. 

· Note: Buses cannot unload students in the Anderson Hall lot because the bus will be unable to turn around. 

· Please fill out the attached parking pass form and we will send the pass(es) right away.
Mailing Procedure:

Parking passes will be mailed to the above address in the name of the above listed adviser. No extra parking permits will be issued.

Complete and Fax to: 402-489-0934

By Friday, April 29, 2011
You have a chance to compete for a

Scholarship

worth up to

$2,000

through the

Burleigh Writing Contest

The contest is open to all high school seniors and will be held after the completion of the Nebraska State Journalism Contest  May 9, 2011, in Andersen Hall on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus. All students who believe they have a flair for writing, including everyone participating in the State Journalism Contest, are encouraged to compete. Contestants will have one hour in which to write an essay on an assigned topic. The essays will be judged and the winner announced no later than June 1. The winner will receive a $2,000 scholarship to attend the College of Journalism and Mass Communications at the UNL or a $500 scholarship to pursue any other major at UNL or attend another University of Nebraska campus. When you check in for the State Journalism Contest, let us know if you plan to stay for the Burleigh Writing Contest.
_960023786

