2011-12
“Believers & Achievers”

Sponsored by U.S. Bank

The Premier Partner of the Nebraska School Activities Association

There are many high school students who receive little or no recognition for their excellence in academics and participation in Nebraska School Activities Association activities. Those students who show a commitment to good citizenship and involvement in school and community projects will be honored in the Believers & Achievers program. Believers & Achievers is a state-wide program designed by U.S. Bank and the NSAA to give recognition to Nebraska’s future leaders.

Member high schools will be asked to nominate individuals to be honored. From those nominees submitted, U.S. Bank and the NSAA will select and honor 48 high school seniors throughout the 2011-12 academic year. The pictures and profiles of six Believers & Achievers will be featured monthly in the NSAA Bulletin. Posters will be produced and sent to each member high school for display. The 48 individuals selected will be honored with an award at a state contest during the fall, winter, or spring activity season. All 48 Believers & Achievers will be invited to attend an end-of-the-year banquet in June. During the banquet, eight individuals will be presented with a $500 scholarship to the college or university of their choice.

Who is eligible?

Seniors to be, who have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.75 (on an unweighted 4.0 scale) and participate in NSAA sponsored activities are eligible for nomination.

How many can be nominated?

Following the classification procedure for track and field, member schools will be divided into four classes based on enrollment. The largest 32 schools comprise Class A. The following 64 will be Class B. The next 96 schools Class C. The remaining schools (approximately 120) make up Class D. Each Class A school may nominate four students. Each Class B school is allowed three nominations. A Class C school may nominate two students and each Class D school one student.

	Classes Based on Enrollment
	Nominations per School

	A - Largest 32 schools

B - Next 64 schools

C - Next 96 schools

D - All remaining schools
	4

3

2

1


To determine its nominee(s), the school should use the following weighted categories: Scholastic Achievement - 40%, Activity Participation - 10%, School and Community Service - 25%, Citizenship - 25%.

Who can submit nominations?

Only nomination forms completed and signed by the high school principal or guidance counselor will be accepted for the Believers & Achievers Program.

Upon what will nominated students be judged?

Scholastic Achievement:

1. Individuals must have a 3.75 (on an unweighted 4.0 scale) or higher cumulative grade point average.

2. All academic classes that the student has taken since entering grade nine and which count toward fulfillment of the school’s graduation requirements are to be used in determining the grade point average. The grade point average will be calculated through the second semester of the nominee’s junior year.

3. Grade point averages are to be rounded off to the nearest hundredth. Example 3.756=3.76.

4. Academic Honors and Awards.

NSAA Activity Participation:

1. Activities must be those sanctioned by the NSAA. NSAA sanctioned activities include all athletic activities, debate, speech, play production, music, and journalism.

2. Achievement or recognition attained by participation in non-NSAA sanctioned activities are prohibited in this category, but can be listed in community involvement.

3. Individuals participating in a number of activities will be given preference over those who specialize.

4. Outstanding achievement does not have to be the primary factor. For example, an individual who serves as a student manager or member of a stage crew can be judged on his/her commitment and positive contributions to the activity.

School Involvement

1. Involvement in school clubs and organizations.

2. Support of activities other than those in which s/he participates.

3. Show the trait of helping others.

Community Involvement

1. Involvement in community youth organizations.

2. Volunteerism in community programs.

3. Show the trait of helping others.

Citizenship Essay

1. The nominated student shall write a brief essay on what s/he has learned from participating in school and community service projects or a related topic.

Is the entry form on-line?

Yes, students are encouraged to go on-line and fill out the Believers & Achievers form. On-line applications can be found at www.nsaahome.org. On the NSAA home page, click on “NSAA Awards” under the “Other Info” tab. The Believers & Achievers section is listed near the top of the subsequent page. Once the student has completed the information, s/he will still need to print the form for the principal’s or guidance counselor’s signature and attach other required material.

What else needs to be included with the nomination form?

An official transcript through the end of the second semester of the student’s junior year, and a current head-and-shoulders photo of the student should accompany the completed nomination form.

When are nominations due?

Nomination packets updated through the end of the student’s junior year should be postmarked by July 1 and sent to: 




Believers & Achievers

C/o NSAA

P.O. Box 85448
Lincoln, NE 68501-5448
2011-12
 “Believers & Achievers” Nomination Form

Sponsored by U.S. Bank

The Premier Partner of the Nebraska School Activities Association

On-line applications can now be found at www.nsaahome.org. On the NSAA home page, click on “NSAA Awards” under the “Other Info” tab. The Believers & Achievers section is listed near the top of the subsequent page. Once the student has completed the information, s/he will need to print the form for the principal’s or guidance counselor’s signature and attach other required material.

Nomination Deadline: Nomination packets updated through the end of the student’s junior year must be postmarked by July 1 and sent to: 
Believers & Achievers

C/o NSAA

P.O. Box 85448
Lincoln, NE 68501-5448
Please Type

Name:



School:
Grade:


Home Address:
Email:



City:
Zip:
Home Phone:


Name of Parent(s) or Guardian(s):


Scholastic Achievement:

Individuals must have a cumulative grade point average of 3.75 (on an unweighted 4.0 scale) or higher. All academic classes that the student has taken since entering grade nine and which count toward fulfillment of the school’s graduation requirements are to be used in determining the grade point average. The grade point average will be calculated through the second semester of the nominee’s junior year. Grade point averages are to be rounded off to the nearest hundredth. Example 3.756=3.76.

Cumulative Grade Point Average on an Unweighted 4.0 scale: 
 
  (Official transcript complete through the end of the student’s junior year must accompany nomination form.)

List Academic Honors and Awards: 


NSAA Activity Participation:

Activities sanctioned by the NSAA are listed. Achievement or recognition attained by participation in non-NSAA sanctioned activities are prohibited in this category (but can be listed in community involvement). Individuals participating in a number of activities will be given preference over those who specialize. Outstanding achievement does not have to be a primary factor. An individual serving as a student manager or member of a stage crew can be judged on his/her commitment and positive contributions to the activity.

NSAA Activities (check activities in which s/he participated in as a junior)

Fall Sports


 Cross Country


 Boys Tennis


 Girls Golf


 Softball


 Football


 Volleyball


Winter Sports


Wrestling


Swimming &       


Diving


Basketball


Spring Sports


Baseball


Boys Golf


Girls Tennis


Track & Field


Soccer


Fine Arts


 Play Production


 Speech


 Debate


 Journalism


 Music

List Honors and Awards from NSAA Activities:


School Involvement

List: Involvement in clubs and organizations, volunteerism in school programs, support of activities other than those in which s/he participates, and non-NSAA activities during his/her high school career.
	Group/Club Activity
	Description of Involvement or Office/Title Held
	Participation

Beginning – Ending Dates
	Estimated Time Contributed

Per Month

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Community Involvement

List: Involvement and volunteerism in community organizations, youth groups and programs during his/her high school career.
	Group/Club Activity
	Description of Involvement or Office/Title Held
	Participation 

Beginning – Ending Dates
	Estimated Time Contributed

Per Month

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Citizenship Essay

The nominated student shall respond to the following statement with a 250- to 300-word essay: John Stuart Mill is quoted as saying “Happiness comes when people focus instead on the happiness of others, on the improvement of humanity.”  Describe a situation where you focused your attention on the well-being of others and how that experience brought you happiness. 
Submitted By (Please Print Name): 



Principal/Guidance Counselor

Principal/Counselor Signature: 
Date:


(Required)

· Please enclose a copy of an official transcript through the end of the student’s junior year and a current head-and-shoulders photo of nominee with completed nomination form.
Nomination Deadline: Completed forms along with transcript and photo must be postmarked by July 1 and sent to: 

Believers & Achievers

C/o NSAA

P.O. Box 85448
Lincoln, NE 68501-5448
K:\WORD\ANGELE\BELIEVER\Believer App Form.DOC
